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o 2 Congress of the Enited States

o o Foouse of Representatives
SHashington, BE 20515-1314
December 17, 2002
Edward D. Krenik
Associate Administrator of Congressional
and Intergovernmental Affairs
Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building

1200 Permsylvania Avenue, N.W., Room 3442 North
Washington, D. C. 20460

Dear Mr. Krenik

Puclosed is a copy of correspondence T have received fiom one of my constituents, Mr. Ronald
D. Bullack, concerning an issue he is having with an investigadon conducted by TFPA and
USEPA. Ibelieve you will find the letter and i ation self-explanarory.

I would appreciate if you would review the enclosed magerials 1o examine his concerns and
provide me with any information that will enablejme to respand 10 Mr. Ronald D. Bullock.
Please reply to my district office in Bstavia. Far guestions or further information, please contact
Lulu Blacksmith of my staff at (630) 406-1114,

7. Dennis Hastert
Speaker of the Hous

JDH: b

EPA Region 5§ Records Ctr.
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Ronak D. Bullock ' c-ear& sn!anl eenng Corp.

Prasioent

3850 Otwo AvenIUR
November 27, 2002 St Cnaries, 1L 60174 USA

620-577-4527

1. Dennis Hastert . Bax 630-377:6777
Speaker of the House

U. S. Congress

U.S. House of Representatives

27 North River Sireet

Baravia, I 60510

Unired States of America

Dear My. Speaker:
Ireally need some help on 2n EPA issue that ow company has been dragged into.

Bison Gear & Engineering Cotp. was founded in 1960 and started up in the Ellsworth
Industrial Park in Downers Grove. We moved 10 a new locaron in-the park in 1977. 1
joined Bisonrin 1981 and purchased the company in & leveraged buy-owt in 1987: | am the
third owner of Bison. We outgrew the faeilities in Downers Grove, which necessitated
our mave fo Saint Charles in 1997 where we currently employ 165 people.

Please bear with me on the length of this leuer, as it is & very complicared issue. I am
appealing to you for help, as you will see as you read on, because we are facing a
situation thar could hankrupt our company in a marer that we fe¢] that we have minimal
marerial conwibution. We are on the verge of having the EPA impose an exwremely cosdy
and illogical solution 10 2 small group of companies selected by unspecified criteria

L WOR 1 CKG

e - Collecion of ™ dpproximarely 40-50 industrial/commercial
properties in Downers Grave, DuPage County, Ilinois/operaton
since early 1960s.

. Over 900 homes located in three subdivisions within
approximately one mile o south of park are predominantly
serviced hy single home private warer wells.

. Water sampling from approximately 500 (out of approximately 900
wells toral) private wells undertaken by Mlinois EPA (“IEPA™)
from July 2001 10 January 2002. According to JEPA, 199 wells
out of 471 total sampled, have contaminatian sbave drinking water
standard for public warer supplies/contarupation is TCE snd
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PCE/another 200 have detectable levels of comtamination but

‘below criteria.

. TCE/PCE contamination cormumonty caused by
industrial salvents used as degreasers and cleaners.

These induswial solvents were commonly used by many
owners/tenants of properties in Ellsworth wniil lare 1980s/early
1990s,

Authosity/agencies may have known of impacts 1o groundwarter in
late 1980s

. Information has shown thar a public well just east of
Belmonr Road (and just south of old Downers
Grove sanitery waste water treamment plant) was
closed in late 1980s/early 1990s becsuse of TCE

readings.
. We are artempting o gather more information.

I BISON GEAR HISTORY IN FLLSWORTH INDUSTRIAL PARK

From approximastely 1960 to 1976, Bison operated at 2615 Curyis
Strecr.

From 1976 through May 1997, Bison was tenant at 2424
Wisconsin Avenue,

From approximately 1994 to 1997, Bison remied space a1 2455
Wisconsin.

Bison was small user of solvenrs ar issue/phased out use in late
1980s/early 1990s. T T

In 1991, Bison, working with IEPA, investigsted and remediated a
small release of liquid and qil fiom drums containing metal
shavings/approximately 78 yards of coptaminated soi] was
resnoved 1o 2 depth of approximately 4 fect/sail was characterized
as non-hazardous and properly dispased of by Browning Ferris.
IEPA approved the remediation.

) Note: Surface-type soil contamination, to 3 depth of
4 feet, could not have impscred groundwarer 1able
beneath Ellsworth Indusirial Park, which begins at
approximately 50 feet.



12/18/2002 11:26 FAX 202 564 1828

<

OCIR CORRES UNIT + RV

@ao5

. Novembex 27, 2002

Iil. EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION BY IEPA, USEPA, AND YOLUNTARY
COMPLIANCE BY BISON, HAVE NOT IDENTIFIED BISON aS A

LIKELY OR EVEN POTENTIAL SQURCE OF CONTAMINATION

In March, 2001, Bison was served with and responded to a
subpoena for production of documents relared to purchase,
transportation, use, storage or disposal of any chlorinated
hydrocarbens (the contaminanys at issue beneath Ellsworth) fram
1970 to the present, in connection with a claim by the Stwate of
Nlinois against Lockformer Company. Subpoena was served by
Office of Nllinols Anorney General and was fully complied with by
Bison.

In April, 2001, Bison was served with a subpocna for same
majerials by private party law firm repyesenting Lockformer in
connection with a plume of solvent comamination to the west of
Interstate 355 (USEPA has determined thar the plume west of
Interstate 355 was cansed by Lockformer Company and is separate
and distnct from any contaminaton emanating from Ellsworth
Industyial Park located east of 355). Bison fully complied.

On March 15, 2002, Bison fully respanded 1o USEPA Section
104{e) Request for Informarion related o Ellsworth/documengation
and informarion relating to 1991 remediation and IFPA finding of
compliance with respect 1o same was produced, as were records
pextaining To prior solvent use by Bison.

IEPA conducted door-to-door interviews and inspecton of
business located in or near Ellsworth Industrial Park in atrempt 1o
determine source of salveny contamination.

Phase JI investigalion was undertaken by USEPA ar request of
1BPA included installation of approximately 42 monitoring wells
for groundwarer evaluation within Ellsworth Industial Park,
collecion of approximaiely 150 soil samples from properties
within Ellsworth Industrial Park, and collection of 80 groundwater
samples.

In 2001, IEPA sampled primarily along Wisconsin and other
sireets in southern area of Ellswarth Indusmrial Park, collecting 28
groundwater samples. Of those 28 samples, only aue comained
PCE above the method detection limis.

IEPA and USEPA have spens approximarely $1 million to date
investigating Ellsworth Indusmial Park for sourte of contamination.
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Note: August, 2002 Repaort of Phase I Investigation for Ellsworth
Indyswial Park, prepared for USEPA by hired envirommental expert
Westaon Solurians, Inc., groups current/former owners or tenants of
Elisworth iuto 3 categaries: “Probable Source Facilities” (defined
as facility where source material is reasonably expected 1o be
present based on evidence abtained dwring sampling); “Potennal
Source Facilities™” (defined as a facility where there is a possibility
that source materials are present based on information gathered to
date); and “Facilines Requiring Further Evaluarion™ (defined as
facilides with a history of chlarinated solveat use which has been
documented but no site specific data tying the fecility 1w
mnmnmn has been colleacd) gma.&m;mmm

was done on that pmpcny/PCE wasdetectr.d in sha.llow soil at low
levels.

IV. USEPA CIAL N TT 11

USEPA sent notice to 19 cumrent or former Ellsworth
owners/tenants, including Bison Gear. Dozens of others did nor
receive notices, including ar least one with a confirmed release of
solvents.

Demands “good faith offer” within 60 days, or by December 17,
2002 for the following:

° A statememt of recipients® willingness 1o
conduct/fingnce Remedial Feasibility Stmdy at
Ellsworth,

. Detailed response and comments 1o Scope of Work
and proposed Adminisivarive Order on Consent
which would require recipictts to perform and
finapce investiganion and remedy ar site.

. Demonsrration of recipients’ technical capability 1o
undertake ang find the work.

o A statement of recipients’ willingness 10 reimburse
USEPA for past tesponse and ovessight costs
(epproximately $1 million).

[doos
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. A discussion of interim response measures the
recipients may conduct 1o reduce or eliminate
CUTTENT EXPOSUTES.

. USEPA has already chosen remedy/consists of Lake Michigan
water hook up for all 900 plus homes, regardless of absence or
presence of contaminants.

. Cost for hame hook up approximarely $7.7 million. ___ _ -

) Waier mains were installed between 1985/1986 for
approximarely 90% of the 900 homes in the area in
question. Downers Grove has calculared recaprure

. casts at $3000 per home. Addirional costs include
approxinarely $3000 per home to run individual
lines from warer mains 10 home, and additional
cosrs for plumbing within property line, New water
mains will need to be installed for spproximately 80
homes.

. USEPA also requests addivional investugation and potential
remediation of sources (because sources have not been pinpointed)
and additional investigation further downgradiens of addirional
Pprivare wells and potential gas/vapor issues in basements.

. Total costs should exceed $10 million.

. {f goad futch offer & noy received by December 17, USERA can

S [ a d £25.000 per

u e “‘
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BISQN IS IN UNTENABLE POSITION,

As poted, despite producing documentation o the EPA, and
despite over $1 million in sampling, no contamination has been
found above acceptable limits on any former Bison property within
Ellswarth.

. [n addition, because Bison no longer owns/occupies
thase properties, Bison camnot perform its own
sampling to clear itself. '

USEPA/IEPA refuse 1o share private wel} sampling dara with
tecipients of Special Nonce Lenier, claiming privacy
counsiderations, bur have repeatedly informed recipients that the
only accepiable remedy is water hook up for all homes (1ot just
affected homes).

) Bison and other recipicnts have no way to evaluate
which homes arc affected ar ar which levels/na way
to evaluare patential less costly altemarive methods
10 address contamipation.

. One might perceive thar, working with Dawners
Grove, in arder w recapture Downers Grove's casts,
USEPA is requiring overbroad remedy of hoakups
for all homes when, potentially, less than half are
affected.

Agency/governmental entties involved will not assist in reducing
patential costs.

. Downers Grove, which instslled water mains indrea -

in 1985/1986, will not agree 10 waive any recaplure
caits for mains, despite fact thar Downers Grove
Sanitary District {s recipient of Speci{al Notice Letter
and may have caused contamination.

USEPA/IEPA will not agree 1o waive past response costs.

State of [llinois refuses 1o waive right to recoup aver $1 million in
grant money available 1o it for water hook ups,

@oo0s
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. To date, Village of Downers Grove has also required annexation
for any home tapping into existing water mains/presents a real
issue for proposed remedy.

As ymi can sec, we really need some help in this matrer and would
appreciate any advice and counsel you mighs offer. Making a good faith
offer requires at least 3 linle cooperation from the other side. Perhaps a
meeting with the FPA Administraror would do some good. I would be
happy 10 travel to Washington to discuss the maner.

Hope you and your family has a most enjoyable Thanksgiving Holiday. [ ..

will conract 1o your office in Batavia next week 10 see if we might meet to
discuss some rime in the near figure.

Best regards,

Ronald D. Bullock
PresidenvCEO

Cc: Bryan Harbin, Batavia Office /
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